
Phonics at Edlington Victoria 
Academy

25th September 2018



 The knowledge of which letters (graphemes) match 
which sounds (phonemes).

 The skill of segmenting   =    plan = p-l-a-n

 The skill of blending = p-l-a-n = plan

Children need to Know:



Why is phonics the best method for 
teaching my child to read? 

 Phonics makes learning to read easier, simpler and crucially 
gets children reading quicker. This helps to increase a child's 
confidence and instil a love of reading from an early age. 
Rather than memorising thousands of words individually, 
children are instead taught a phonics ‘code’. 

 This code helps children work out how to read 95% of the 
English language.

 If you didn't learn to read using phonics it can seem very 
complicated, but once the concept of words being made up of 
just 44 sounds is understood, children are able to make 
remarkably quick progress in their reading.



 44 phonemes 

 26 letters

 144 combinations of letters to represent the 44 
phonemes 

The Phonic Code



A phoneme is the smallest 
unit of sound in a word

Definitions



Grapheme-Letter(s) 
representing a phoneme

t     ai    igh



Recognising the letter sounds in a word

and merging them in the

order in which they are written to

pronounce words.

Blending



Hearing a series of spoken sounds and merging 
them together to make a spoken word 

–no text is used. 

For example, when a teacher calls out ‘b-u-s’, the 
children say ‘bus’

– This skill is usually taught before blending and 
reading printed words

Oral blending



Identifying the individual sounds in a 
spoken word (e.g. h-i-m) and 
writing down or manipulating 

letters for each sound to form the 
word “him”

Segmenting



Two letters which make one sound

A consonant digraph contains two consonants

sh ck th ll

A vowel digraph contains at least one vowel

ai ee ar oy

Digraph



Three letters, which make one sound

igh air

Trigraph



A digraph in which the two letters are not

adjacent 

(e.g. make)

Split digraph



 20 minutes of phonics teaching each day
 Use of the letters and sounds programme 

with 6 key teaching phases
 Application of phonics teaching through the 

curriculum
 Reading books changed regularly
 Guided reading once a week
 Individual reading 
 Continued support throughout school 

(interventions)

At School



 In developing their phonological awareness 
children will improve their ability to 
distinguish between sounds and to speak 
clearly and audibly with confidence and 
control.

Phase 1-Pre school



 Explore and experiment with sounds and words

 Listen attentively

 Show a growing awareness and appreciation of 
rhyme, rhythm and alliteration

 Speak clearly and audibly with confidence and control

 Distinguish between different sounds in words

 Develop awareness of the differences between 
phonemes

Phase 1 Outcomes



To introduce grapheme-
phoneme (letter-sound) 
correspondences.

Phase 2-Foundation Stage



 Children know that words are constructed from 
phonemes and that phonemes are represented by 
graphemes

 They have knowledge of a small selection of common 
consonants and vowels taught in sets. 

 They blend them together in reading simple CVC 
words and segment them to support spelling.

Phase 2 Outcomes



Set 1: s, a, t, p
Set 2: i, n, m, d
Set 3: g, o, c, k
Set 4: ck, e, u, r

Set 5: h, b, f, ff, l, ll, ss

Phase 2



bow

few

saw

her

Words sometime wrongly identified as 
CVC



To teach children one grapheme for 
each of the 44 phonemes in order 
to read and spell simple regular 
words.

Phase 3-Foundation stage/Year 1



 Children link sounds to letters, naming and sounding the 
letters of the alphabet. 

 They recognise letter shapes and say a sound for each. 

 They hear and say sounds in the order in which they occur 
in the word,

 They read simple words by sounding out and blending the 
phonemes all through the word from left to right. 

 They recognise common digraphs and read some high 
frequency words. 

Phase 3 Outcomes



Set 6: j, v, w, x

Set 7: y, z, zz, qu

Consonant digraphs: ch, sh, th, ng

Vowel digraphs: ai, ee, igh, oa, oo, 
ar, or, ur, ow, oi, ear, air, ure, er

Phonemes



To teach children to read and 
spell words containing adjacent 
consonants.

black, flat, strip, chest, dress, scrap

Phase 4-Year 1



Children are able to blend and 
segment adjacent consonants in 
words 

They apply this skill when reading 
unfamiliar texts and in spelling.

Phase 4 Outcomes-Year 1



 Teaching children to recognise and use 
alternative ways of pronouncing the 
graphemes and spelling the phonemes 
already taught.

Mean     Bread

Phase 5-Year 1/2





 Content matches spelling programme 
used in school

Moving into spelling strategies and skills

 Plurals

 Suffixes (–ing, -ed, -er and –est)

 Prefixes (un)

Phase 6-Year 2



Some words can’t be sounded out or blended and 
need to be recognised as a whole e.g.

said   the   eyes

These are taught as tricky words.

Children develop their ability to do this over time.

Children develop their own way of remembering 
these words. 

High Frequency Words



 Every Year 1 child in the country will be taking 
the phonics screening check in the same week 
in June.

 The aim of the check is to ensure that all 
children are able to read by the end of year 
two. 

 This ‘midpoint check’ will ensure that we have 
a clear understanding of what the children 
need to learn in year 2. 

The Year 1 Screening Check



The often confusing thing about the screening check is that 20/40 of the 
words that children are expected to read are ‘nonsense words’, alien words 

that have no meaning.

This is so that the check tests a child’s ability to phonetically decode words 
and to ensure they don't just know the word in the check already. The aim 
of the check isn’t to test how many words a child can read, but to ensure 

children have the phonics skills they need to learn new words in the future.



 Bedtime stories (read or listen to)

 Word Play: 
nursery rhymes
songs and music

 ‘I spy’ variations

 alphabet books (The Works)

 Shopping – matching labels, noticing letters

 •Set up treasure hunts or challenges and encourage your child to read the 
clues to find the treasure

 Boggle/Scrabble

 •Play full circle! Use magnetic letters to make a word. Change one letter each 
time to make a new word until you get back to the original e.g. park-part-tart-
dart-dark-park.

 Wordsearches

 •Write a word out – it could be a word from the weekly spellings list – cut it up 
and ask your child to put it back in the correct order.

 •Use fridge magnet games to build messages, stories and poetry, e.g. 'Gone to 
Matt’s for tea!'

Firm Foundations at Home and School



https://www.thebookpeople.co.uk/webapp/wcs/stores/servlet/qs_searchResult_tbp?

searchTerm=oxford+reading+tree&catalogId=10051&langId=100&storeId=10001

https://www.thebookpeople.co.uk/webapp/wcs/stores/servlet/qs_searchResult_tbp?searchTerm=oxford+reading+tree&catalogId=10051&langId=100&storeId=10001


Magnetic letters



Ask your child what phoneme they 
have learnt today?



Flashcards



Hide and Seek



Jigsaw



100 high frequency words





www.letters-and-sounds.com

Useful websites

http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/literacy/

Active Learn

http://www.letters-and-sounds.com/
http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/literacy/

